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Losing Control

A personal experience from the other side

“Creative Use of the Media for Tolerance & Understanding”
RAND Doha Conference * 15/16 March,’07 ¢« Doha, Qatar
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® Harassment
® Conclusion
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the Internet is its redundancy!
they refuse to realise this fact




Governments no longer
have the traditional control -

Ji-Wbig red switch e

stop the presses
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that doesn’t stop them trying though!
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The Ministry of Information S—

tried to force websites to ik ﬁﬂaiMNews

h . Webmasters must register or face legal action
register with them

Webmasters face prosecution if they defy new rules announced by Bahraini
authorities. All Bahraini websites set up here or abroad must register with the
Information Ministry or face legal action, it was declared yesterday.

A six-month campaign is being launched next Monday to register all Bahraini
websites, under orders from Information Minister and Minister of State for
Foreign Affairs Dr Mohammed Abdul Ghaffar.

“The ministry will announce soon the details of how each website owner or

supervisor can register,” Information Under-5ecretary Mahmood Al Mahmood
told the GDN.

*If they fail to register then legal action will be taken against them based on
the country’s printing and publishing laws.”

He said websites would face similar laws to newspapers, related to libel, public
decency and ethics.

Just as a newspaper editor-in-chief is held responsible for what he publishes, so
will the webmasters be, he said.

Ministry printing and publishing director Jamal Dawood said registration
procedures would be in line with those for all types of publications, including
newspapers, leaflets, audio and visual media.
Mahmood"s Den
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campaign mounted
24 ArmiL 2005 Silly Bahraini Girl is by b I ogge rs With

WATCH THIS SPACE . a blog for all of us

Guess what guys...
- - women blessed f h
Our days are numbered. I mean not just me. But me, you, Chanad, with a brain which S u P P O rt ro I I l t e

Mahmood, Moodz, Sume (maybe) and definitely Bahrania. ' 4 ticks and a heart
that throbs. A

L L]
In the new era of freedom and democracy, ushered in by a new e Bahraini girl is n atl O n al P re S S
constitution and reforms never known to the world e .
never be seen ever again anywhere else for as long I: LU g.” n I i
children and our grandchildren and our great gran: l:l I I : I | . agal n St S u C h a Ove

them live, the Ministry of Information has come oul - 2005 - 8- 20
means to supress FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION
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3 days later, they
made website

EF v ILF 14B * 122 * 1191

registration
optional.

! ™ T voica of Bafwaim
waid iDaily News
Webmasters are free to register - -v W W W

WEBMASTERS will not be hounded into registering their sites with the
Information Ministry, authorities said yesterday.

Information Under-Secretary Mahmood Al Mahmood said although the rules
state that Bahrain websites must be registered with the ministry, it will not be
actively pursuing them.

"Our goal is to encourage people to follow the legal way and a large number of
websites have already registered. But we will not be actively pursuing all
websites that are not registered,” he said.

*It's the same as registering a car. If your car is not registered and no one
hears about it, then you won't get into any trouble. But if the authorities hear
about it, then you could.”

A six-month campaign has been launched to register all Bahraini websites.

Webmasters face similar laws to newspapers related to libel, public decency and
ethics. Just as a newspaper editor-in-chief is held responsible for what he
publishes, so will a webmaster.

Ministry printing and publishing director Jamal Dawood said the ministry has an

application form that people can pick up and fill.
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GO ngle Explore, Search and Discover

Earth

Google Earth made high
resolution satellite images
available to all for free.

People wanted to
explore their country
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Home About Advertise! Bahrain Contact Help Legal

Google Earth Does Bahrain

Print This t | Edit buttons. We re -d BD5.9:
bahrain, techmn BD2,523 to go! We've also

MauamooD’s DEN Feedon [|Posts [[JComments
intelligent... informative... and fun!

We need BD8,500 to make 100,000
i ) so far.
xd

in sponsorship for 1000

In high reseclution no less!

Hawve a look at my brief tour of the Islands, and see if you can recognise any of these
landmarks. Google Earth is a free program which is y downloaded and installed,
of course as its main use is to display images, it might eat up your bandwidth, so
watch out for that.

Other than that, I created a new Flickr group called Bahrain Google Earth ah I
know, very creative) for you to share your screenshots of interesting places in
Bahrain.

Her one that I grabbed and I cannot believe that this is Bahrain... looks like a
resort in the Caribbean or Thailand or somewhere like those...

a "Sultan" 15

Gulf Broadcast now de
video! 35

mahmo

fellowships announce
ome, Sami, M [...]
f Mall i
panorama 11

Palmyra Mattner,

i Ima gl 20061 1Glab
\v$5 /3006 E uropa jlechnokog s o le:

Palnter 26°11;23 B85 Nl §0°23160.705 E| olaxv) Sireamingl|||| Eys altl 53470

People started
to talk about it
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LA Administration

From mahyousif
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el Bahrain Google Earth View as slideshow

(New window 2
Discussion Pool Map 79 Members Invite

N

From malyousif

they even started
collecting and

sharing pictures of

interesting places!

Imagel©i20061DigitalGlobe
W@E ©12006 Eurapalfschnalagies ,MG g[e

Bainter 26511:237885 N 50223:50°T0EN elev 11t Streamingll| 111151005 Eye altt S3471t
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You have seen where
they Llive.

Now, see the misery
they caused to our

I| Tage o I:IEIF"E‘.' ig I.:IGIL-I:
I'.'I-I:lé El.l T ] -chn plogie 'E
F. ,,.‘ v =T ,”_.t

i 4 Ly

They call this a private That's OK. But just be .. and did the

property (owned by a
member of the ruli reminded that it’s twice owner of it

family) as big as Sadad village... pay for it?!

and comparing houses...
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It's the King’'s favorite property!

It's the size of Malkiyya, Karzakkan, Sadad and Shahrakkan
together!

What's in there? Here you go...
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An island with no
beaches...

All those beaches are
forbidden to the

public, for no good
reason!

The coastal line of all
Bahrain islands is 161
KM long.

More than 90% of this
line constitutes
privately-owned

(illegally-possessed)
property.

and planning
their beach
holidays..

except they
found out that
living in an island
does not
guarantee them
access to the
seashore for life
or leasure.
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This is the Southern part
of the Island...

Can you see any populated
or inhabited areas?

Then why are they
Google Earth _ . reclaiming the sea to build
even allowed - : the Northern City?
them to suggest A Because...
solutions to |
h . . : The cost of reclaiming the
cnronic sea is BD 76 Million!
overcrowdin
i & '\ Who's the chief of
and housing - Y beneficiaries?
hort N e ool |
S Or age... Image & lﬂ.?_l ] .
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someone decided that
Google Earth was providing
too much information...
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they surreptitiously pushed
PlSlbis red switch

(do it quietly and no one will notice...)
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Monda August 200G,

but people did!
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Maumoobp’s DEN Feed on [|Posts [JComments
intelligent... informative... and fun!

and not only did they start
to talk rather loudly about it

e Earth Blocked in Bahrain S

Print This Post | Edit buttons . We received BiDS.9 o far.
politics, technology, internet, deptoffoolingallthepeopleallthetime, activi BD2,523 to go! We've also received
ED29%) in sponsorship for 1000
silicon bracelets.

Now we know why the Mi
Internet:

According to A t this morning, the Ministry
of DISinformation has instructed the Bahrain
Internet Exchange to block Google Earth.
Possibly because through Google Earth, the
whole world, let alone the Bahraini users, can

| but also provided
i the tools and the
informaton on

stepping foot in, and the glaring confiscation of
B | virtually all but 3% of beaches of the isfands.

And typical of the Bahriani government, they think that by forcing people to stick
their heads in the sands, they no longer will complain about the disproportionate

distribution of wealth, the dirth of lands (more than 95% of the whole of the country
of Bahrain is in private hands, leaving nothing for development projects and low
income housing etc) and the various other top-secret nature of land ownership in
this country.

This step completely shows the moronic nature of the Ministry of DISinformation,
and BIX with its unconstitutional board and the typical "control” mentality that the
Bahraini government seems to think is the proper management ideclogy to adopt to
run the country.

Well, they blocked it...

HERE’'S HOW YOU CAN UNBLOCKIT

EF T IIF I4B v 102 = 141

REc
Another attempt at Big
Brother coming up... 27
Mahmood's Den = Blog Archive =

Google Earth Blocl in Bahrain,

[

Rosa "Sultan" 14

Barry, mahmood, Barry [...]
Bloggers' Code of Ethics 2
mahmood, L3

Gulf Broadcast now d
video! 35

mahmood, Lulu, mahmood [...]
MENA Media Managers

fellowships announced 9

how to circumvent
the block!
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8th August 2006

one day later...

they unblocked it!
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was it a technical glitch?
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|4 September 2006

The 'Bandargate scandal’ is an alleged
conspiracy by high-level government
officials to economically and politically
suppress the majority Shia population of
Bahrain using various methods, including
the rigging of elections.The details of the
plot were revealed in a report authored by
Dr Salah Al Bandar, a British consultant to
the government, and issued by the Gulf

Centre for Democratic Development in

September 2006.
S Source: BCHR

!
fg —=

“'BANDARGATE
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Bandargate
Scandal Explodes
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Manama Republic

SEPTEMEER 16, 2006

E the Team's first mistake

EF I1F 142 103 149

In the wee hours of last Wednesday, a plane was taking off to London.
On board was a British subject of Sudanese origin, being freshly
deported. (Lucky him. If it were not for his British passport, no one
would have a pass to him for some time to come). The day before, his
place was raided; he was arrested and charged - in all seriousness-
with attempting to overthrow the regime. You'd think his name is an
acronym of some front for the liberation of this island. But his name
was Salah Al-Bandar, Ph.D. By all accounts, a bright, well-informed,
well-known -and well-paid- Briton of Sudanese birth and fame who
worked for the last while as a consultant for the CIO.

Until last week, it was all clear blue skies and perfect mission for the
Team. Not even Bapco or Alba could ever come close to their
impeccable safety record of millions of accident-free work hours. The
Team’s silent, methodic would even earn them a distinction worthy of
the “Office of Mr. Deputy” of early 70's Iraq. | hope the word re-
baathification comes to no one's mind here. The ambitions are vastly
different - and bigger- here.

Only two local papers carried the story, and only one (Al-Wagt) named
the name. But they all went mum the day after. Mo surprise there. But
if the deporters thought this is the last to be heard from the deportee,
they are in for a record-shattering surprise.

Mr. al-Bandar, it turned out, had written an extensive report to No.1
and MNo. 2 of the land detailing what he saw as a big conspiracy to
derail the upcoming elections. As he donned his earphone piece
aboard the flight that day, a copy of the report had a flight of its own
to the more sympathetic ears of the opposition.

Those who saw the report say it runs in about 50 pages plus a couple
of hundreds more in documentation. It speaks of a special team of 4
Jordanians charged with surveying and analyzing the political and
electoral scene, compensated with upward of BD1600 monthly each. (I
tip a hat for their manifested thoroughness). Of a slush fund of BD 2
million to manipulate elections. Of a special media team to inundate
local and international media with anti-opposition articles and stories.
Of concerted effort to ensure that four named Sunni candidates
(including Dr. Salah Ali and Jamal Dawood) plus three unnamed Shia
Sayyid candidates do win. Of a program to pay money to Shia families
who converted to Sunniism. Of how much Al-Watan’s is monthly-
subsidized (BD100 K). Of how much an editor in chief and a head of a
“human rights watch” are being paid for their teamwork, etc, etc, all
in crystal clear photocopied documents.

In these early hours of the electoral season, this story is bound to take
off. Mo one could blame them. There is no such thing as a perfect
mission after all.
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Official silence ensues...
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eptember '06 at 16:15 | Print This Post | Edit |
politics, elections, deptoffoalingalithepeopiealithetime, ba

Traditionally, if something happens in Bahrain that even t}
loyalties to the ruling family, or lack thereof, we get full- d
crying foul and heavily beating chests in demonstration of
love and loyalty to the royal family, or person, or both, at
whose loyalty is forever in question.

Strange, as Sawsan Al-Shaer noted(l], that none of thesq
and chest b ar in any of our newspaperg
why, it's because the well is firmly shut at the moment a
to sign any cheques. For now at least. In the absence of 4
those tactics employed which Bandargate brought to light]
religious men, and as there is apparently no intention wh
thing and announce the formation of a fact finding comm|
soon find their ways to the begging hands of bought and

What we do have however, is this arabic), from the bougt

“news”paper; an article that (allegedly) bought and paid-

Bandar's report queuing up in support of Shaikh Ahmed A
doing the right thing and at least asking him to step asidd
clears his name. Can you smell it yet?

Rock on baby...

Just for those who couldn't be bothered to read the link al
trouble and display the pictures of those (aflegedly) boug

either directly implicated in the report, or they think they]
favour and are running to support Shaikh Ahmed maybe

include them in his largess too at some paint in the futur

|

COME RIGHT UP!
BAHRAINI WANNABE
POLITICIANS FOR SALE!
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payments for election rigging

Individuals accused in the Bandargate r
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Human Rights Defender to be Investigated for Publicizing
Bandargate Scandal

BCHR Vice-President Nabeel Rajab Summoned by Public Prosecution
BCHR Demands Investigation of Alleged Conspiracy Perpetrators, not
Activists

Bahrain Center for Human Rights
12 March 2007
Ref: 07031201

The vice-president of the Bahrain Center for Human
Rights, Mabeel Rajab, has been summoned for
investigation by the Public Prosecutor, reportedly due
to his role in publicizing the Bandargate scandal. It is
likely that the investigation will be followed by the
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Local media headlines
= Gulf News: Housemaids

'must be given rights’
Gulf News: Liberals seek
law to grant citizenship to
children of non-Bahraini
fathers
Gulf News: Bahraini inmates
in solitary confinement
Gulf Daily News : Abuse
victims flock to centre
Gulf Daily News : Strikers
‘violated the law’
Gulf Daily News: Putting an
end to violence against
women
Gulf News: Bahrain denies
mass naturalisation of

the talking continued....

f——— e — e —-

it has already damaged the credibility of the government. He further says that in
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MANAMA OCT. 4 (BNA) THE SENIOR CRIMINAL COURT
ISSUED A DECISION TODAY PREVENTING THE PUBLISHING
OF ANY NEWS, COMMENIS OR INFORMATION REGARDING
THE CASE OF SALAH AL BANDER,WHO WAS ACCUSED OF
SEIZING STATE OWNED DOCUMENTS AND STEALING TWO
PRIVATE CHEQUES.

THE DECISION WAS BASED ON ARTICLES 40 AND 71 OF
DECREE BY LAWY 47 FOR 2002, GOVERNING THE PRESS,
PRINTING AND PUBLICATIONS.THE DECISION CAME AFTER
SOME NEWSPAPERS HAD WRITTEN ABOUT THE CASE IN A
WAY THAT COULD HARM NATIONAL INTERESTS, SOW
SEDITION AND SENSITIVITY AMONG MEMBERS OF THE
COMMUNITY AND INFLUENCE THE COURT. THESE
NEWSPAPERS WERE WRITING ABOUT INCIDENTS THAT WERE
NEITHER SUPPORTED BY DOCUMENTS, NOR PRESENTED TO
THE PUBLIC PROSECUTION NORVERIFIED BY ANY MEANS.
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SO 403 Forbidden
M http://mahmood.tv/ ~(Q~ Inquisitor 5

home v controlv workv taggingv distributorsv 25

403 Forbidden

The following error occurred: Access denied by
access control list.

SFePS adopted to. Could not open error file
circumvent blocking order

* immediately re-directed traffic to another domain

within a minute of the block becoming effective
e visitors from within Bahrain got immediate access to the blog

e visitors from outside Bahrain never got affected

Mahmood®s Den
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huge campaign mounted to unblock Mahmood’s D en psm——

HAMSA

Hands Across the Mideast
Support Alliance

About Hi

Jnblock Mahmooc

V. 2 UPDATE: MAHMOOD.TV HAS BEI
Eull report from Mahmood h

s a Bahraini businessman who runs one of th
logs: Mahmood's Den. Known as the gedfa

rain, Al-Yousif has inspired dozens of young |
logging and »i= ~i~ -

‘Blogfather’ blocked

Mahmood’s Den no more accessible

By Sandeep Slagh Grewal and Mark Summers ™

One of Bahrzin's most widely-read blogs
has been blocked — allegedly by the Minisiry of
Inforrmation dae to comments made on the site
by author Mahmood Al Yousif.

Mahmood's Den — a hupely popular blog
which attracts over four million hits a month
and covers topics as diverse s its authoss love
of gardening to his opinions on the Kingdom's
political scene i no longer accessible within
Raheain

. ONLINE

Khaleejz2:Times

BAHRAIN UNCENSORED

For a better Bahrain

4 >

(171
. HOME

In the Middle East

News and Features Bu: Sports Editorial

i SEARCH MIDDLE EAST S,

BCHR criticises ‘onslaught ¢

From Anand Sagar (Bahrain Bureau (

31 October 2006

MANAMA — The Bahrain Center for
criticised the ‘onslaught on freedom ¢
directive to block a few more web siti
the offensive pomographic sites whic

R said categorically in a Pre

eferred Esse

Results 1

itspoken anc
n to block hi
Il that appe;
tters.

to protest censorship and protect free expr(
n edit the sample text if you like. When you
f Information. Please sign - and encourage y

signed 46 times. Click here to see who's signed thi

jal Advisor to the Bahraini Minister of Finance
2jres, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Bahrain Econ
lead of Computer Department, Bahrain Ministry of
Ghaffar, Bahrain's Minister of Information

((sign the Petition »

he decision of the Bahrain Ministry o
block the website of Mahmood Al-You

a website that celebrates free speec
local Bahrani readers, MafsssesslAlact
ni spirit. The governme

niversal Declaration of
ignatory, states: "Every
ght includes freedom tc
impart information anc
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the Bahrain Constitution states: "Freedom of opinion and scientific
teed."

- 30 of about 12'5,1}&[.'!

mushroomed into a high-profile punp.xl -.al ich
hias woan the backing from many Bahsainis and
resubted in an order being placed for 100,000
pin badges to publicise the anti-prejudice
cause.

However, it appears that by recent
criticisrns of the political process in Bahrain on
his site Al Yousif has attracted the ire of
authorities.

Bahrain has been hailed in recent moaths
for having the most computer-savvy population
i the Gulf region, and yesterday local blogs
were ablaze with the news of the blocking of
Blahmood's Den.

If the blocking of this panmicular web
address was an effort to silence Yousif or his
lszal blogging contemporaries it has not been
succeasful, with Bahrain-based blogs covering
the latest developments in the controversy and
Al Yousif himsclf posting what he says is a
banning order issued by the Ministry of
Inforeeation.

The shut-dewn of Al Yousifs site is the
latest wiebsite to be apparently blocked by the
minkstey — taking the total to 17 websites.

Al Yousif already has the backing of
Repomers  Sans  Frontieres  (RSF), an
international groug dm:lmsmd w freedom of
|_cxpression. and the stand-off between the man
& Godfather of
who sanctioned
ovides its many

into Baheain is
osure.

onstitution states: "The freedom of postal, telegraphic and
hication is safeguarded and its confidentiality is guaranteed."

government to stop blocking Mahmood Al-Yousif's website. I will
s W|th |ntematlnnal Ieaders, |n|:lud|ng members oF the uUs Congress
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The new list includes:

The list of sites still blocked in Bahrain (please let me know should you ©

http://www.shahrakkan.org [*blocked!]
http://www.hrinfo.net [*blocked! ]
http://www.bab-albahrain.net
http://www.aldair.net
http:/fwww.alhiyvak.net
http:/f/www.bintibeil.org [*blocked! ]
http:/fwww.althaglain.com [*blocked!]
http:/fwww.aldemokrati.org [*blocked!]

more, or indeed if the situation of any of the sites listed below changes) are:

=)
=
=

* - updated 1225 on 2 Nov, "06
== . updated 1530 on 2 Mov, "06

Mational Committee of Martyrs and Victims of Torture -
http://www.shaheedbh.com

Bahrain forums - http:/fwww.montadayat.org

Wattani (the National } Forums - http://www.wattani.net

Tubli village forum = http://vwWww. tubli.net

Alsaheefa (the Journal} - http:/fwww.alsaheefa.net

Electronic Journal (Civilized Dialogue} - http://www.rezgar.com
Ahrar Al-Bahrain - http://www.ahraralbahrain.com

Bahrain times - http://www.bahraintimes.org

Bahrain Center for Human Rights - http://fwww.bahrainrights.org
Middle East news portal - http:/www.Albawaba.com
http://www.annaged.com
http://www.freecopts.net
http://www.arabchurch.com
http:/fwww. kurdtimes.com

including a major
Political Party’s website
just before the national
parliamentary elections!

EF 11 F 142+ 1D 17171

30th October 2006
MORE sites are
ordered blocked!
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too much pressure!

invited to “chat” with the Mol
undersecretary

chatted for about 3 hours

required to remove all references to
“Bandargate”

and register the website

refused both

but agreed to temporarily withdraw
published articles since the gagging court
order until such time as it expires

that was 4 articles only out of many

blog unblocked after reaching agreement
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the block just lasted two days

why did they bother?
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NEXT!
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December 2006 was one of the wettest in the history of Bahrain

Mahmood®s Den
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The front of our house transformed into a lake
we called this “Al-Yousif de lac”

the picture was taken on |7 December 2006
it stayed like this for weeks
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e

our situation was certainly not unique
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http://njoye.com/blog/index.php?showimage=61
http://njoye.com/blog/index.php?showimage=61
http://alothman.katib.org/node/59
http://alothman.katib.org/node/59

It’s the Municipality’s job to clear these swamps, isn’t it?

Mahmood®s Den
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NOT according to the new Minister of Aggricultural
Affairs and Municipalities, H. E. Mansour Hassan bin Rajab
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he didn’t believe that
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as quoted in Al-Ayam newspaper
on 22 December 2006!
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As a concerned citizen, | criticised the

minister and his ministry for such a comment.

First ministerial brainfart of the season
22nd December '06 at 14:50

The honourable brand new minister (it’s the guy in the middle with the imbecilic grin), who
was an insignificant member of the previous Shura council with nary a proposition
to his name, but has been allegedly pursued relentlessly by various businesses and
banks for monies owed and allegedly implicated in various corrupt schemes,
declared thus in the above paragraph during an award ceremony for previous
municipal officials he patronised that “There is no default whatsoever from the
Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture in removing the various collections of
water due to the recent rains®.

CLOSEYOUR MOUTH GODDAMNIT! The minister said so didn’t he?

He obviously hasn’t been out to the various villages and even the Capital since
those rains.And he most certainly didn’t come and have a look at our very own Al-
Yousif de lac.

Well, if this is the first he comes out with, we can rest assured that the state of his
ministry by the time he leaves will be as good as those non-present bodies of
water we are not suffering from!

EF v ILF 14B * 122 * 1191

Home  About  Advertise!  Bahrain Contact  Help

Manmoop’s DEN Feedon [iPosts
intelligent... informative... and fun!

)

First ministerial brainfart of the season
Print This Post | Edit
brain farts, huh?

And it belongs to (tat tarat taraaaaa):

his name, but has been allegedly pursued relentlessly by various bu:

banks for monies owed and allegedly implicated in various corrupt st , declared
thus in the above paragraph during an award ceremony for previous municipal
officials he patronised that “There is no default whatsoever from the Ministry of
Municipalities and Agriculture in removing the various collections of water due to the
recent rains",

CLOSE YOUR MOUTH GODDAMNIT! The minister said so didn't he?

He obviously hasn't been out to the various villages and even the Capital since those
rains. And he most certainly didn't come and have a look at our very own Al-Yousif

Well, if this is the first he comes cut with, we can rest assured that the state of his
ministry by the time he leaves will be as good as those non-present bodies of water
we are not suffering from!
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he didn’t like that
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So, | was invited for another
chat; first with the CID who
then referred me to the Public
Prosecution who charged me
with defamation

I’'m currently released on a
BD500 bail awaiting the court’s
pleasure
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This is not an isolated incident

This seems to be the new modus operandi for the
government; threaten and drag opinion writers for
questioning by the public prosecutor

hoping to scare opinion writers, makers and
activitsts into silence?
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Bahrain - Annual Report 2007

Fi

Area: 710 sq.km.

Population: 727,000.

Language: Arabic.

Head of state: King Sheikh Hamad bin Issa al-Khalifa.

The monarchy's progress towards democracy has not i g
decriminalising press offences and the regime continues to con

Sheikh Hamad, a Sun

EF v ILF 14B * 122 * 1191

10 January 2007 - Bahrain
Open letter to king of Bahrain
about the Internet censorship

30 October 2006 - Bahrain
Authorities block access to
influential blog covering
Bandargate scandal

26 April 2005 - Bahrain
Reporters Without Borders
denounces press freedom threat
in website registration

15 March 2005 - Bahrain

Three Barhainonline.org
moderators freed

30 June 2003 - Bahrein
Authorities urged to abandon
trial of two journalists

10 May 2002 - Bahrain
Al-Jazeera not wanted in Bahrain
27 March 2002 - Bahrain
Government blocks websites

Court cases levied against the following (using the
Press and Publications law or criminal libel)

1997 - Jalal Alawi Sharif (Batelco)

2002 * Anwar Abdulrahman (Akhbar Al-Khaleej)
2002 « Mansour Al-Jamri (Al-Wasat)

2002  Radhi Al-Mousawi (Al-Demokrati)

2002 - Salah Al-Jawdar (Municipal councilor)
2005 - Ali Abdulimam (BahrainOnline.org)

2005 » Hussain Yousif (BahrainOnline.org)

2005 * Mohammed Al-Mousawi (BahrainOnline.org)
2006 * Mansour Al-Jamri (Al-Wasat)

2006 * Mohammed Al-Sawad (Al-Waqt)

2006 * Wafa Al-Thawadi (Al-Wagqt)

2006 » Wesam Al-Sab’i (Al-Watan)

2006 - Yasser Al-Mulla (Akhbar Al-Khaleej) won!
2006 ° Saleh Al’Amm (Internet/Press)

2006 » Mu’ath Al-Mishari (Internet/Press)

2006 * Al-’Ahd Newspaper (editor & journalist)
2006 * Mahmood Abudrees (Internet) won!
2006 * Ageel Swar (columnist)

2007 » Mahmood Al-Yousif (Mahmood’s Den)

... to be continued
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Is it any wonder that Bahrain ranks next
to last in the Press Freedom Index!
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Country

Kuwait
Saudi Arabia
Qatar
Emirates

Oman

Press Freedom Index 2006

2006 2005

2004 2003 2002
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Conclusion

* Confusion rules

* Conflicting messages

* Glaring inadequecies in positions of responsibility
* Telex mentality in an Internet age

* Bad advice to decision makers

* Paying lip service to promised reforms
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Recommendations

e Guarantee freedoms of expressions in a practical manner

(laws, education, culture, etc.)

e Repeal the stifling Press & Publications Law or at least
amend it

* Free media ownership

e Respect human rights!
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Thank you!
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