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they refuse to realise this fact

the most important facet of 
the Internet is its redundancy!



Governments no longer 
have the traditional control 

of a “big red switch” to 
stop the presses



that doesn’t stop them trying though!



The Ministry of Information 
tried to force websites to 

register with them

25 April 2005



Vociferous 
campaign mounted 
by bloggers with 
support from the 

national press 
against such a move 
which will restrict 

the freedom of 
expression and will 
impinge on human 

rights..



3 days later, they 
made website 
registration 

optional.

28 April 2005



NEXT!



Google Earth made high 
resolution satellite images 

available to all for free.

People wanted to 
explore their country



People started 
to talk about it



they even started 
collecting and 

sharing pictures of 
interesting places!



and comparing houses...





and planning 
their beach 
holidays..

except they 
found out that 

living in an island 
does not 

guarantee them 
access to the 

seashore for life 
or leasure.



Google Earth 
even allowed 

them to suggest 
solutions to 

chronic 
overcrowding 
and housing 
shortage...



someone decided that 
Google Earth was providing 

too much information...



(do it quietly and no one will notice...)

they surreptitiously pushed 
the big red switch big red switch



but people did!



and not only did they start 
to talk rather loudly about it

but also provided 
the tools and the 

informaton on 
how to circumvent 

the block!





8th August 2006

one day later...

they unblocked it!



was it a technical glitch?

nope...



NEXT!



BANDARGATE

14 September 2006

The 'Bandargate scandal' is an alleged 
conspiracy by high-level government 
officials to economically and politically 
suppress the majority Shia population of 
Bahrain using various methods, including 
the rigging of elections. The details of the 
plot were revealed in a report authored by 
Dr Salah Al Bandar, a British consultant to 
the government, and issued by the Gulf 
Centre for Democratic Development in 
September 2006.

Source: BCHR



Bandargate
Scandal Explodes



Bloggers start to comment...



Official silence ensues...



the talking continued....





MANAMA OCT. 4 (BNA) THE SENIOR CRIMINAL COURT 
ISSUED A DECISION TODAY PREVENTING THE PUBLISHING 
OF ANY NEWS, COMMENTS OR INFORMATION REGARDING 
THE CASE OF SALAH AL BANDER, WHO WAS ACCUSED OF 
SEIZING STATE OWNED DOCUMENTS AND STEALING TWO 
PRIVATE CHEQUES.
THE DECISION WAS BASED ON ARTICLES 40 AND 71 OF 
DECREE BY LAW 47 FOR 2002, GOVERNING THE PRESS, 
PRINTING AND PUBLICATIONS. THE DECISION CAME AFTER 
SOME NEWSPAPERS HAD WRITTEN ABOUT THE CASE IN A 
WAY THAT COULD HARM NATIONAL INTERESTS, SOW 
SEDITION AND SENSITIVITY AMONG MEMBERS OF THE 
COMMUNITY AND INFLUENCE THE COURT.  THESE 
NEWSPAPERS WERE WRITING ABOUT INCIDENTS THAT WERE 
NEITHER SUPPORTED BY DOCUMENTS, NOR PRESENTED TO 
THE PUBLIC PROSECUTION NOR VERIFIED BY ANY MEANS. 



29th October 2006
Mahmood’s Den was 

ordered blocked.



• immediately re-directed traffic to another domain
within a minute of the block becoming effective

• visitors from within Bahrain got immediate access to the blog
• visitors from outside Bahrain never got affected

steps adopted to
circumvent blocking order



huge campaign mounted to unblock Mahmood’s Den



30th October 2006
MORE sites are 

ordered blocked!

including a major 
Political Party’s website 
just before the national 
parliamentary elections!



too much pressure?

• invited to “chat” with the MoI 
undersecretary

• chatted for about 3 hours
• required to remove all references to 

“Bandargate”
• and register the website
• refused both
• but agreed to temporarily withdraw 

published articles since the gagging court 
order until such time as it expires

• that was 4 articles only out of many
• blog unblocked after reaching agreement



the block just lasted two days

why did they bother?



NEXT!



December 2006 was one of the wettest in the history of Bahrain



The front of our house transformed into a lake
we called this “Al-Yousif de lac”

the picture was taken on 17 December 2006
it stayed like this for weeks



our situation was certainly not unique

http://njoye.com/blog/index.php?showimage=61

http://alothman.katib.org/node/59

http://njoye.com/blog/index.php?showimage=61
http://njoye.com/blog/index.php?showimage=61
http://alothman.katib.org/node/59
http://alothman.katib.org/node/59


It’s the Municipality’s job to clear these swamps, isn’t it?



NOT according to the new Minister of Aggricultural 
Affairs and Municipalities, H. E. Mansour Hassan bin Rajab



he didn’t believe that 
there was any 

shortcomings by his 
ministry in dealing with 

the swamps!

as quoted in Al-Ayam newspaper
on 22 December 2006!



As a concerned citizen, I criticised the 
minister and his ministry for such a comment.

First ministerial brainfart of the season
22nd December '06 at 14:50

The honourable brand new minister (it’s the guy in the middle with the imbecilic grin), who 
was an insignificant member of the previous Shura council with nary a proposition 
to his name, but has been allegedly pursued relentlessly by various businesses and 
banks for monies owed and allegedly implicated in various corrupt schemes, 
declared thus in the above paragraph during an award ceremony for previous 
municipal officials he patronised that “There is no default whatsoever from the 
Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture in removing the various collections of 
water due to the recent rains“.

CLOSE YOUR MOUTH GODDAMNIT! The minister said so didn’t he?

He obviously hasn’t been out to the various villages and even the Capital since 
those rains. And he most certainly didn’t come and have a look at our very own Al-
Yousif de lac.

Well, if this is the first he comes out with, we can rest assured that the state of his 
ministry by the time he leaves will be as good as those non-present bodies of 
water we are not suffering from!



he didn’t like that



So, I was invited for another 
chat; first with the CID who 

then referred me to the Public 
Prosecution who charged me 

with defamation

I’m currently released on a 
BD500 bail awaiting the court’s 

pleasure



The Bahrain Journalists’ Association 
attempted a mediation. It was almost 

successful until the Minister’s 
representative reneged on the deal.

The BJA issued a strong 
condemnation.



This is not an isolated incident

This seems to be the new modus operandi for the 
government; threaten and drag opinion writers for 
questioning by the public prosecutor

hoping to scare opinion writers, makers and 
activitsts into silence?



Court cases levied against the following (using the 
Press and Publications law or criminal libel)

1997 • Jalal Alawi Sharif (Batelco)
2002 • Anwar Abdulrahman (Akhbar Al-Khaleej)
2002 • Mansour Al-Jamri (Al-Wasat)
2002 • Radhi Al-Mousawi (Al-Demokrati)
2002 • Salah Al-Jawdar (Municipal councilor)
2005 • Ali Abdulimam (BahrainOnline.org)
2005 • Hussain Yousif (BahrainOnline.org)
2005 • Mohammed Al-Mousawi (BahrainOnline.org)
2006 • Mansour Al-Jamri (Al-Wasat)
2006 • Mohammed Al-Sawad (Al-Waqt)
2006 • Wafa Al-Thawadi (Al-Waqt)
2006 • Wesam Al-Sab’i (Al-Watan)
2006 • Yasser Al-Mulla (Akhbar Al-Khaleej) won!
2006 • Saleh Al-’Amm (Internet/Press)
2006 • Mu’ath Al-Mishari (Internet/Press)
2006 • Al-’Ahd Newspaper (editor & journalist)
2006 • Mahmood Abudrees (Internet) won!
2006 • Aqeel Swar (columnist)
2007 • Mahmood Al-Yousif (Mahmood’s Den)

... to be continued



Is it any wonder that Bahrain ranks next 
to last in the Press Freedom Index?



Conclusion

• Confusion rules
• Conflicting messages
• Glaring inadequecies in positions of responsibility
• Telex mentality in an Internet age
• Bad advice to decision makers

• Paying lip service to promised reforms



Recommendations

• Guarantee freedoms of expressions in a practical manner 
(laws, education, culture, etc.)

• Repeal the stifling Press & Publications Law or at least 
amend it

• Free media ownership
• Respect human rights!



Thank you!


